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The humility of spirit in which Gandhiji accepted the defeat
of his political programme certainly did not mean the weakening
of his determination to fight British rule in India till it was
mended or ended. To the statements of Lord Birkenhead or Mr.
Montagu, which made it plain to Indian nationalists that they
should not expect India to be ever free, Gandhiji replied in words
which recalled his mood in 1920 when, burning with indignation
at the evils of the British rule, he had repeatedly described it as
Satanic: ceNo empire intoxicated with the red wine of power and
plunder of weaker races has yet lived long in this world, and this
'British Empire', which is based upon organized exploitation of
physically weaker races of the earth and upon a continuous exhi-
bition of brute force, cannot live if there is a just God ruling the
universe. ... I am aware that I have written strongly about the
insolent threat that has come from across the seas, but it is high
time that the British people were made to realize that the fight that
was commenced in 1920 is a fight to the finish. . ." (p. 458).
Soon after this, Gandhiji was arrested, and this article, "Shaking
the Manes", was among the three which formed the basis of the
indictment against him.
Though the non-co-operation struggle had divided families,
Gandhiji saw to it, as the note on the Malaviyas proves, that
there was ccno gulf between father and son" (p. 164), that
while the young people followed the dictates of conscience frankly
and openly, they did not forfeit the blessings of their great-hearted
elders. Thus, amid all the dust and heat of battle, he cherished
the imperatives of personal friendship and family loyalty.